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= total words read correctly in 1 minute (WCPM)

adult initials

number of mistakes (subtract from total)

total words read in 1 minute

A Teacher Substitute

gone, we have a new teacher.  His name

My teacher had a baby.  While she is

is Mr. Fox.  School is different with him.

16

8

24

recess.  We all stand in a long line.

Mr. Fox blows a train whistle at the end of

Then our train of students chugs forward.

42

34

49

Fox.  He has his own ideas about things.

At first, school seemed strange with Mr.

Now, I think Mr. Fox is a fun teacher.

87

79

95

he showed us how to yo-yo.  He brought

Mr. Fox has some neat things.  One day,

his ant farm to school another day.

65

57

72

________

______________
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Have your child read the 
ENTIRE text and 
answer the questions for 
today.

Repeat the steps on other 
days. Return
the page to school.

Time your student reading 
aloud for exactly 1 minute.  
Do not help fix mistakes.

If your child is stuck on a 
word for 2 seconds, say 
the word and count it as a 
mistake.

Record total words read. 
Then subtract the number 
of errors. Now help fix any 
mistakes..

G5  A Teacher Substitute

: read to learn about a
character.

: read to find how a
character’s feelings change.

: read to find the point of
view.

: read to make
comparisons.

         Read the text.  Underline the sentences 
that tell the things Mr. Fox does.

         Read the text.  Find the sentence that tells   
 how the narrator felt about Mr. Fox at first.

Color the sentence                         .
Find the sentence that tells how the narrator 
felt about Mr. Fox at the end.

Color the sentence                         .

         Read the text.  Who do you think is telling 
the story?  Circle  clues in the passage that give 
you information about who is telling the story.  

         Read the text.  Pay a�ention to the way 
Mr. Fox is described.  Use the chart to compare 
Mr. Fox to your own teacher.

feelings at
the beginning

feelings at
the end

From what the story tells you,
what do you know about Mr. Fox?

I think this because

I think the narrator is: Mr. Fox

My teacher

both

underline

underline
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A Clean Slate

too much to let kids use it. When kids went 

Paper used to cost a lot of money.  It cost

to school long ago, they wrote on slates.

20

10

28

part is a flat, black stone.  A wooden frame

A slate is a li�le chalkboard.  The writing

goes around the outside edge.

44

36

49

on slates.  Their work could not be saved.

Long ago, students did math and writing

It was erased and now it is gone forever.

89

81

98

slate pencils.  Then the writing is wiped off.

On slates, you write with chalk or special

New work can be wri�en on a clean slate.

65

57

74

black
stone

wood
frame
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G6  A Clean Slate

: read to learn new
information.

: read to identify the main
idea.

: read to make
comparisons.

: read to form an opinion.

There are almost 100 words in this story, but don’t panic if your student isn’t 
reading all of them in one minute.  By the end of 1st grade, students should be 
reading 53 words correct per minute (WCPM) on grade-level texts.  By the 
end of 2nd grade, we bump the total to 89 WCPM.  So finishing this entire 
passage in a minute isn’t a goal, but seeing daily improvement is.  Our goal is 
to see your child’s WCPM increase each time the text is read.

         Read the text.  Pay a�ention to 
information that is new to you.  Write an
exclamation (!) next to sentences that teach. 

         Read the text.  Find the sentence that
states the main idea of the passage.

Color the sentence                         .

         Read the text.  Underline the sentences 
that describe writing on a slate.

         Read the text.   Pay a�ention to the 
sentences you underlined about using slates.

What are some things you learned?

How is doing school work on a
slate different than using paper?

Should students today use slates?
noyes

I think this because

What is the main idea of this text?
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A Birthday Paw-ty

“It’s Basil’s fi�h birthday,” Kai explained.

“What are you doing?” Lani asked Kai.

“I’m baking a birthday cake for him.”

13

7

20

Do you even have presents?” she asked.

Lani rolled her eyes.  “A cake for a dog?

Kai told her, “Yes, I got him a chew toy.”

36

29

46

“Happy birthday!” they sang to their dog.

When they were ready, the kids got Basil.

“We hope you like your birthday paw-ty!”

84

77

91

“I should probably get him a new one.

“Basil lost his ball at the park,” Lani said.

And maybe I should make decorations.”

63

55

69

FLOUR SUGAR
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G7  A Birthday Pawty

: read to connect the
meaning of the title to the text.

: read to find important
details.

: read to infer meaning
from a character’s actions.

: read to infer a character’s
motivation.

Fluency refers to how well a student reads aloud.  When talking about a 
fluent reader, we take into consideration the reader’s rate, phrasing, accuracy, 
and expression.  Fluent readers read more quickly and smoothly than 
non-fluent readers.  This means that, instead of focusing on individual words, 
the reader is able to consider the text in larger phrases.  This helps the brain 
make meaning from the entire message instead of each individual word.

         The title is at the top of the text. It helps 
you focus on what you’re about to read. Read 
the text. Underline the title.

         Read the text.  Find the gi� that Kai gives 
to Basil.  Color it                         . 
Find what Lani gives.  Color it                         . 

         Read the text.  Circle  the sentence that 
tells what Lani does a�er Kai explains the cake.

         Read the text.  Notice how Lani’s feelings 
change during the story.

How does the title help you focus
on the events in the story?

Draw a picture of each 
gi� in its box.

From
Kai From

Lani

How does Lani’s reaction help the
reader know how she’s feeling?

Why do you think Lani’s a�itude
about the party changed?
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Birthday Traditions

birthdays.  But not everyone does! 

Many people blow out candles on their

Birthdays are different around the world.

12

7

18

Be careful not to break any noodles as 

Noodles make a birthday meal in China.

you eat.  Long noodles mean long life.

33

25

41

the same meaning.  On their birthdays,

The traditions are different, but they have

we want to show people they are loved.

78

72

86

The piñata is hit with a stick until it bursts.

A birthday in Mexico means a piñata!

Then candy spills out for the children.

58

48

65
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G8  Birthday Traditions

: read to identify the main
idea.

: read to compare and
contrast different traditions.

: read to learn information
from the illustrations.

: read to find connections
to your own life.

If your student is still pointing word-by-word as he/she reads, it’s time to break 
the habit!  Students at this level are ready to track words using only their eyes.  
Remind your child not to point to each word while reading.  Don’t stop with 
fingers all the way, though.  When your child is stuck on a word, suggest, 
“Run your finger under the word and say all the sounds.”  Or use a finger to 
cover up a part like the ending chunk so your child can figure out tricky words.

         Read the text.  Find the sentence that
states the main idea of the passage.

Color the sentence                         .

         Read the text.  Find the sentence that 
explains how different traditions are alike. 

Color the sentence                         .

         Read the text.  Circle  the illustrations.          Read the text.  Pay a�ention to the 
different ways of celebrating birthdays.

What is the main idea of this text? What is the same about different
birthday traditions?

How do the illustrations help you
be�er understand the text? How do you celebrate birthdays?
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